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Specialization
INTRODUCTION: When we specialize, we focus on one thing and get really good at it. People tend to specialize in those things they like doing, find interesting, or have an aptitude for. 
The book Someone Builds the Dream introduces the architects, engineers, scientist, authors and illustrators who develop the ideas. However, it details how it is the construction workers, carpenters, electricians, and printing press operators who make these ideas a reality.  These workers rely on productive resources to create buildings, fountains, roller coasters, and books. 
It is to be noted that specialization also takes place during the production of goods and services. Work on a production line is divided and workers perform different jobs. This makes it possible to get more work done and allows people to specialize in the part of the job they do best.  

TIME ALLOCATION: 20-25 minutes [Allocate extra time for extension and enrichment activities.]

MATERIALS:
1. Book- Someone Builds the Dream by Lisa Wheeler 
1. Document camera
1. Visual – Specialization: Putting the Pieces Together 
· Sets of Puzzle Strips – Run off on cardstock and cut into pieces (for ease of organization use a different color for each set)
· Envelopes or paperclips for puzzle strip sets management 
· Assessment-Create Your Own Puzzle
· Markers, crayons, or colored pencils 
1. Scissors
1. Optional: Extension Activity & writing tools  

OBJECTIVES: 
1. The student will listen to a story and determine the human capital necessary to build structures, complete projects and produce products. 
1. The student will define and understand the meaning of specialization.
1. The student will participate in a hands-on activity that reinforces the featured concepts of specialists, workers, capital resources, and products.

ECONOMIC CONCEPTS:
· Natural Resources – gifts from nature, such as land, water and trees.
· Human Resources- human effort directed toward producing goods and services (labor).
· Capital Resources – goods produced and used to make other goods and service (tools). 
· Specialization – focusing on the production of selected goods and services.
· Specialist - an expert who is devoted to one occupation or branch of learning
· Product - something manufactured or refined for sale.


VIRGINA STANDARD OF LEARNING- HISTORY AND SOCIAL SCIENCE
K.8	The student will match simple descriptions of work that people do with the names of those jobs.
2.8	The student will describe natural resources (water, soil, wood, and coal), human resources (people at work), and capital resources (machines, tools, and buildings).
3.9	The student will recognize that because people and regions cannot produce everything they want, they specialize in what they do best and trade for the rest.

PROCEDURE:
1. Collect and prepare the materials prior the class.  Make the appropriate amount of puzzle strip sets. 
2.  Introduce the lesson by telling the students that they will be listening to a story that is told in rhyme. Show them the cover of the book and point to the title of the book and read it to them. 
3. Tell the students to try to keep count of how many times the line “someone has to build the dream” is repeated in the story.  [Answer: Six times]
4. Read the book to the students.  You may also show them a book reading found on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5rcpgEiiuo
5. Make a point of noting the various jobs it takes to make an idea become a reality. Explain that it takes all kinds of people with specific skills to “build a dream.”
6. Display the visual to the students. Read them the information and ask is there are any questions.
7. Explain to the students that they will be assembling their own puzzle strips. Students may work in pairs or small groups.
8. Distribute the prepared puzzle strip sets.  Inform students to wait until the sets have been distributed and you say “GO!”  
9. Say “GO!” and allow the puzzle strips to be completed, between 3-5 minutes. The correct assembly of the puzzle strips is self-checking.
10. Ask the students who finished first if they were able to specialize to complete the task quickly. Was anyone a puzzle specialist? 
11. Instruct the students to mix the puzzle pieces up and return them to the envelope or secure them with a paperclip. 
ASSESSMENT: This assessment, Create Your Own Puzzle, checks for student understanding of the featured concepts as it challenges them to create their own puzzle strip. Once completed, these may be redistributed to other classmates who can check to see if they agree with the puzzle strip’s content. This process reinforces the concepts and checks for student understanding. 

ENRICHMENT & EXTENSION: 
· Art – Create a class collage using photos, drawings, words, and clippings from old magazines that depicts different kinds of jobs. 
· Creative Problem Solving- Challenge the students to create a class ABC Book that contains a job for every letter in the alphabet. 
· Extension Activity Sheet – The Job Poems activity sheet may be run off for individual students, used in a learning center, or displayed and conducted as a teacher directed lesson.      Answers: 1. Brick Mason, 2. Engineer, 3. Plumber, 4. Ecologist, 5. Electrician, 6. Author 
· Poetry- Write an acrostic poem featuring a job illustrated in the book. The poem should include statements reflecting the skills, talents, tools, and training needed for the profession.
EXAMPLE: PLUMBER 
	Pipes wrenches and plungers 
	Leaks that are small, floods that are big
	Under the house to check out the problem
	Messy, but necessary 
	Bathtubs, sinks, and toilets
	Eager to help others
	Repairing broken pipes 

YouTube Book Reading Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ceVZG2SsGs  
(4:34 Reading Time)











Visual 
Specialization
Putting the Pieces Together Puzzle Strip

Below is an example of a puzzle strip that shows the workers and resources needed to create a finished product. 

The four parts of the puzzle show: 
1. The specialist who designed or created the idea
2. The workers who created it
3. The tools the workers used
4. The finished product


      1.           2.                 3.            4.
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Extension Activity
Job Poems
[image: ] 
Directions: A job is the work that a person does regularly in order to earn money.  Use the jobs listed in the word box to complete the rhymes. 

1. Working with stone, rock, brick, and grout I get my job done.
I build walls and walks. I am a _________________.

2. Science and math are needed in my challenging career.
I create and design useful things. I am a ______________.

3. A broken pipe or blocked toilet can be a real bummer.
Just call me if the water is not working. I am a __________.

4. Working with the environment is a career I cannot resist.
The land, air, and water are all important. I am a ____________.

5. I can install wires, change a fuse, and fix a fan.
My job can be quite shocking. I’m an ________________.

6. Writing stories and poems is what I adore.
Words are fun and wonderful!  I’m a children’s book __________.

Word Box
Author  		Brick mason	Ecologist
Electrician            Engineer  		Plumber 






Activity 
Puzzle Strips
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Assessment 
Create Your Own Puzzle

[bookmark: _Hlk75720967]Using examples from the book, Someone Builds the Dream, draw and label a puzzle that shows:
5. [bookmark: _Hlk75723716]The specialist who designed the idea
6. The workers who created it
7. The tools the workers used
8. The finished product

Examples include:
· Ecologist, Crane Operator, Crane, Wind Turbine 
· Park Designer, Electrician, Backhoe, Roller Coaster 
· Environmentalist, Lumberjack, Chainsaw, Logs
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