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Discussion Questions:
1. Show the students the cover of Someone Builds the Dream. Tell them that it takes natural, human, and capital resources to make products. Ask them if they see any natural resources in this illustration. [The word natural should give them a hint. The trees, water, and soil are natural resources; the gifts from nature that are used to produce goods and services.] Ask them if there is an example of a human resource in the picture. [Yes, there is a construction worker. This person helps build structures, in this case a bridge.]  Then ask what tools, or capital resources the construction worker is using. [The “cap-i-tools” that the construction worker has are a hammer and wrench.]

2. Work is any activity we do for which someone will pay us.  What are some of the jobs the author includes in her story?  [architect, builder, engineer, miner, welder, artist, ditch-digger, plumber, scientist, crane driver, designer, electrician, author, illustrator, printing press operator.] Note: the illustrator included pictures of many other workers and these may be mentioned. 

3. Tell the students that specialization occurs when people focus on the production of selected kinds of goods and services. Ask them if they can remember any examples of specialization from the story. [Possible responses include: an architect specializes in planning and designing spaces and buildings, construction workers build structures, engineers design bridges, artist create sculptures, plumbers construct fountains, bricklayers laydown pathways, scientist help solve environmental issues, truckdrivers deliver materials, crane operators erect towers, electricians run wires, authors write books, printers create books.] 

4. Select a page from the book and show it to the students. Explain to them that the illustration shows human resource with many skills and abilities and all workers are human resources.  Ask the students to name the various jobs pictured. [Answers will vary.]

5. Ask the students if any of the jobs in this book are similar, and if so in what way. [Possible responses include: All the workers used tools, all the workers were part of creating something that took different skills, all the workers appeared to be experts, they had specific skills.]

6. Ask the students if any of the jobs in this book were different, and if so, in what way. [Possible answers include: the workers used different tools and had different skills, some worked inside and others worked outside, some worked alone and others worked on teams.] 

7. This story is told in rhyme. What line was repeated many times? [‘Someone has to build the dream.’’]  What do you think the author meant by this statement? [Possible answers: It takes skilled workers to build things like bridges and roller coasters. People who think and plan ideas often need help in making them become real. People have different talents and interests and specialize in them.]

Enrichment Question-
Challenge the students brainstorm a list of what, besides money, motivates people to work hard and do a good job. [Possible Responses: helping others, getting to know new people, developing additional skills, contributing to society, getting out of the house, learning to be independent, providing a purpose for oneself.]







Lynne Farrell Stover
James Madison University Center for Economic Education
2

